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The Wolds Federation 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS POLICY 

Agents of change for ourselves, our local community, and the global community. 

 

Introduction 

This policy document is written after consultation with the teaching staff and 

the Governor with responsibility for Mathematics.   

 It is a working document, which reflects the ethos and practice within the 

school in relation to Mathematics.  It has been written with due regard to the 

requirements of the National Curriculum 2014.  

 The Mathematics Subject Leader: Mrs Jean Louden, Head of School at Bishop 

Wilton. Policy updated by Mrs Sharron Lazenby, Strategic School Improvement. 

(Maths Specialist Teacher, SLE for ITT, NQT and Maths)  

Philosophy of Mathematics Teaching 

The whole ethos of the Wolds Federation is to provide every child with a 

happy, caring, learning environment in which he or she can develop their full 

potential – whatever their needs and irrespective of ability, race or gender.  

 The Wolds Federation schools believe that:  

 Mathematics is a creative and highly interconnected discipline that has been 

developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most 
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intriguing problems.  It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, 

technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most 

forms of employment.  A high-quality Mathematics education therefore 

provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason 

mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics and 

a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.  

 The school’s curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through 

varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over 

time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to 

recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.  

 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 

relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, 

justification or proof using mathematical language  

 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine 

and non routine problems with increasing sophistication, including 

breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering 

in seeking solutions gaining competence in solving increasingly 

sophisticated problems.   

They should also apply their mathematical knowledge to science and other 

subjects.  

The expectation is that the majority of pupils will move through the 

programmes of study at broadly the same pace. However, decisions about 

when to progress should always be based on the security of pupils’ 

understanding and their readiness to progress to the next stage.  Pupils who 

grasp concepts rapidly should be challenged through being offered rich and 

sophisticated problems before any acceleration through new content.  Those 

who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material should consolidate their 

understanding, including through additional practice, before moving on.   
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Roles and Responsibilities 

The governing body should, in cooperation with the Head teacher, determine 

the school’s general policy and approach to Mathematics at the Wolds 

Federation schools. 

 The mathematics Subject Leader:  Moderating of the standards of children’s 

work and the quality of teaching in Mathematics is the responsibility of the 

Mathematics Subject Leader and Senior Management Team.  The work of the 

Mathematics Subject Leader also involves supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of Mathematics, being informed about current developments in the 

subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the 

school.   

  

Practice  

In Early Years children are given the opportunity to develop their 

understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and space through a 

combination of short, formal teaching sessions as well as a range of planned, 

structured play situations, where there is plenty of scope for exploration and 

the use of concrete resources. This early exploration and talk forms a strong 

basis for the ‘Maths-No-Problem’ approach. 

From Year 1 lessons follow a flexible, mastery scheme provided through the 

‘Maths -No problem’ textbooks and workbooks.  The series has been created 

using the principles of Singapore Mathematics and is fully aligned to the 2014 

English National Curriculum.  The programme provides all the elements that 

teachers and pupils need to explore mathematical concepts with confidence 

and in depth.  To achieve this, children:  

1. Study each concept in depth so there is sufficient time to comprehend one 

concept before the next one is introduced and  
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2. Sequence topics so, as much as possible the mental distance between 

concepts is small and the previously learned concept will help in learning each 

new one  

The teaching of Mathematics in the Wolds Federation schools provides 

opportunities for:  

 whole class work 

 group work  

 paired work  

 individual work  

 group/individual work with a teacher or teaching assistant  

 At the Wolds Federation we recognise the importance of establishing a secure 

foundation in mental calculation and recall of number facts before standard 

written methods are introduced.  Teachers may make reference to the 

National Curriculum 2014 when planning a unit of work.  Also, by following the 

content of the Maths No Problem texts books and the advice of our local 

Maths Hub we ensure consistency and progression in the mental and written 

strategies taught throughout the school.  

At the Wolds Federation pupils are provided with a variety of opportunities to 

develop and extend their mathematical skills through the whole curriculum.  

 

Assessment  

 Assessment is regarded as an integral part of teaching and learning in the 

Wolds Federation, and is a continuous process.  We are constantly assessing 

our pupils and recording their progress, in line with the School’s assessment 

policy.  We strive to make our assessment purposeful, allowing us to match the 

correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the children 

and ensuring progress.  
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 Information for assessment will be gathered in various ways; by talking to the 

children, observing their work, marking their work, SATs papers, White Rose 

tests and Assess and Review lessons. These sources of evidence will enable 

teachers to complete ongoing Teacher Assessments, across different skills 

which are appropriate for either KS1 or KS2 and described in the National 

Curriculum 2014.    

 During lessons, once children are working independently, teachers and TAs 

should be doing quick / flash marking and assessment to ascertain who has 

understood and who hasn’t.  The teacher then knows who they need to best 

support in the next lesson, or where appropriate, in the same lesson so that 

misconceptions are addressed immediately.    

 At this point in the lesson, the teacher or TA pulls together those who are not 

demonstrating security and “plugs the gap”. Further extension and mastery 

activities will be provided to extend those children who progress quickly. 

 Information from these assessments will be used to: inform future planning, 

identify strengths and weaknesses, provide individual and group target setting, 

and provide information for teachers, pupils, parents and future schooling. 

 

 

Parental Involvement 

At the Wolds Federation we encourage parents to be involved in the 

mathematics curriculum by:  

 providing them with a parents information on the school website 

detailing an overview of the curriculum   

 inviting them into school twice yearly to discuss the progress of their 

child 
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 reporting on mathematical progress in their child’s/ren’s report annually 

with an end of year report in June 

 inviting parents of Year 6 pupils to a meeting on supporting children with 

SATs 

 informing parents of significant changes in the Mathematics curriculum  

 encouraging parents to be involved in homework activities and making 

the learning objectives and the task clear and achievable  

Special Educational Needs 

 Children who have a difficulty with mathematics are identified and catered for 

in line with the school’s SEND Policy.   

List of Appendices 

 APPENDIX 1: Progression towards a standard written method of calculation  

 APPENDIX 2: The new expectations for each year group from National 

Curriculum 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Progression towards a standard written method of calculation 
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Primary Curriculum Programme of Study for Maths 

Reception 

Early Learning Goal – Number - Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in 

order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and 

objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. 

They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 
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Early Learning Goal – Shape, Space and Measure - Children use everyday language to talk about size, 

weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 

problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 

objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them 

Year 1  

Pupils should be taught to: 
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Year 2 

Pupils should be taught to: 
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Year 3 

Pupils should be taught to 
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Year 4 

Pupils should be taught to: 
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Year 5 

Pupils should be taught to: 
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Year 6  

Pupils should be taught to: 
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